Burrillville buys 253 acres, sells parcel to meat manufacturer for expansion
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BURRILLVILLE -- After months of negotiations, Burrillville town officials yesterday announced that the town has purchased 253 acres of private land off Broncos Highway, part of which has been sold to Daniele Prosciutto Inc. to expand its production facilities. 

According to Burrillville Town Manager Michael C. Wood, the town last week purchased the 253 acres from the Lambert Family Partnership for $1,050,000. 

The town, in turn, sold 34 acres to Daniele Prosciutto, a manufacturer of Italian gourmet meats and one of Burrillville’s biggest industrial taxpayers, for $300,000. As part of the deal, the Prosciutto plant has the option to purchase a second parcel comprising 28 acres within the next five years for an additional $300,000.

The rest of the land will be used by the town for a town-owned industrial park.

The Call reported in April that prosciutto plant officials were negotiating with town officials on a proposed expansion and relocation plan, the details of which were not discussed publicly at the time. The company, an anchor at the Burrillville Industrial Park in Pascoag, was contemplating leaving town and moving operations to Connecticut so it could expand its business there, but scrapped those plans after reaching a deal with town officials to expand within the borders of Burrillville. 

What was known at the time was that town officials were hoping to purchase the Lambert property, and set aside a portion so Daniele Prosciutto could build a bigger manufacturing plant. At around the same time, the Town Council awarded a $100,000 contract to Crossman Engineering, a Warwick-based firm that will conduct site planning, development, surveying and engineering work at the property the town has now purchased.

Wood confirmed yesterday that Daniele Proscuitto Inc. has immediate plans to build an 86,000-square-foot manufacturing facility and is planning long-term expansion of up to 400,000 square feet for commercial use. Proscuitto is forecasting the creation of 54 new jobs in the short term and 216 jobs when maximum build-out is complete, Wood said.

"This project allows the town to assume control over one of our most desirable and potentially productive tracts of commercial-industrial land along the Broncos Highway Route 102 corridor," the town manager said. "Daniele Prosciutto’s plant expansion gives the town the opportunity to bring the basic infrastructure to the site and provide the catalyst for future expansion of commercial-industrial business within the town’s new industrial park."

Wood said the entire project "was interesting and complicated and required the cooperation of many town officials, employees, boards and some of our independent utility districts."

"We thank all involved," he said. "Specific thanks go to the town’s Planning Board, which worked productively and effectively with the town administration to fashion a project that we feel will serve the town’s needs for many years to come." 
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