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Executive Summary 

The Downtown Pascoag Master Plan encompasses the triangle made-up of Pascoag Main Street, Bridge 
Way and Sayles Avenue.   The Downtown Pascoag area is a major village area for the Town of Burrillville.  
This area is home to the Post Office, WellOne (a full service health care service provider), Brigido’s IGA, 
and a variety of local businesses and restaurants.   
 
The scope of work performed for this report included a field survey of the existing roadway system and 
a parking inventory of on-street and off-street parking areas. Also, included were the identification of 
safety issues and the development of recommendations that would serve to maintain safe and efficient 
traffic and pedestrian flow in the project area. 
 
The roadway network through the Downtown Area consists of two one-way roads, Pascoag Main Street 
and Sayles Avenue, and Bridge Way as a two-way road.  Traffic flow through the area is fairly heavy and 
parking that is convenient to those who may want to shop in this area is not easily accessible due to the 
traffic flow patterns. 
 
Below is a summary of the existing roadway sections: 
 
Pascoag Main Street is an east/west minor arterial through Town of Burrillville extending from Route 
100 easterly to Route 102. Within the Downtown area, the roadway is one-way (easterly) consisting of a 
28-foot roadway width and parking allowed on both sides of the road. 
 
Sayles Avenue is a local road extending from Laurel Hill Avenue south to Pascoag Main Street.  Sayles 
Avenue is a one-way (southerly) roadway consisting of consisting of a 26 -29 foot roadway width and 
parking allowed on both sides of the road from Bridge Way to Pascoag Main Street.   
 
Bridge Way is a local road that is the connector between Pascoag Main Street and Sayles Avenue.  The 
roadway consist of two 12-foot travel lanes and two 8-foot parking lanes extend from Sayles Avenue 
easterly to the existing bridge.   
 
Proposed improvements within the Downtown Area include the following: 
 
Pascoag Main Street improvements will include resetting and/or replacement of granite curb, and 
removal and replacement of concrete sidewalks.  The roadway will be cold-planed and over-laid with 2-
inches of bituminous pavement and restriped to define the travel lane and parking areas. New parking 
signs will be installed as needed. 
 
Sayles Avenue improvements will include resetting and/or replacement of granite curb, removal and 
replacement of concrete sidewalks and the installation of street trees on the western side of Sayles 
Avenue.  The roadway will be cold-planed and over-laid with 2-inches of bituminous pavement and 
restriped to define the parking areas. 
 
Other improvements within Sayles Avenue limits include a RIPTA Bus Stop adjacent to Brigido’s 
Supermarket parking, improvements to the intersection of Sayles Avenue and Pascoag Main Street, and 
new pedestrian bridge across the Pascoag River and proposed building addition to WellOne (to be done 
by the Owner). 
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Bridge Way improvements will include resetting and/or replacement of granite curb, and removal and 
replacement of concrete sidewalks.  The roadway will be cold-planed and over-laid with 2-inches of 
bituminous pavement and restriped to define the travel lane and parking areas. New parking signs will 
be installed where needed. 
 
The proposed improvements will be constructed in Phases.  Phase 1 will consist of the improvements to 
Sayles Avenue from the Post Office to Pascoag Main Street and a portion of Bridge Way (Sayles Avenue 
to the River Walk). Phase 2 will be the construction of the pedestrian bridge and additional bridge 
improvements including new handrails.  Phase 3 will be the roadway improvements to Pascoag Main 
Street and Bridge Way.  Currently this project has been awarded to Bryant Associates by the Rhode 
Island Department of Transportation (RIDOT).   The Town has been coordinating with RIDOT on these 
improvements and the schedule of this design and construction. 
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Section 1 – Introduction 

1.1 Overview 
 
The following report has been prepared by Joe Casali Engineering, Inc. to present the traffic and 
roadway improvements for the Downtown Pascoag Triangle for the Town of Burrillville. The primary 
objectives of the Master Plan are to develop geometric improvements, increase pedestrian safety 
and accessibility, while improving the existing streetscape through landscape enhancement. The 
major items addressed in the plan are roadway geometry, intersection improvements, pedestrian 
safety and parking supply. 
 
The Downtown Pascoag area is a major village area for the Town of Burrillville.  This area is home to 
the Post Office, WellOne (a full service health care service provider), Brigido’s IGA, and a variety of 
local businesses and restaurants.  Downtown Pascoag has a moderate volume of vehicular traffic 
due to the nature of the roadway system.  Route 107 is a minor arterial providing links to different 
major roads within the Town and neighboring communities. Based on the volume of traffic and the 
growing pedestrian activity, the following improvements have been targeted: 
 

• The ease of movement of vehicular traffic through the Downtown Pascoag. 
• Establish clear and well defined walkways for pedestrians. 
• Enhance the Downtown area through landscape improvements. 

 
1.2 Scope of Work 

 
In general, the scope of work performed for this report included the following: Field surveys of the 
existing roadway system and a parking inventory of on-street and off-street parking areas, 
identification of safety issues and the development of recommendations that would serve to 
maintain safe and efficient flow in the project area. 
 
The recommendations set forth in this document are designed to accommodate vehicular and 
pedestrian movement in a safe and efficient manner.  To accomplish these objectives, analyses of 
the following elements were completed and are as follows: 

• Roadway Geometrics 
• Intersection Design 
• Pedestrian Characteristics 

 
1.3 Project Area Description 

 
Downtown Pascoag is situated in the southwestern portion of Burrillville and incorporates three 
roadways, known as the Downtown Pascoag Triangle.  These roadways included Pascoag Main 
Street (Route 107), Bridge Way and Sayles Avenue. The graphics on the following pages depict the 
project study area within the Town of Burrillville and an aerial showing the Downtown area. 
 
There are a number of commercial establishments located in Downtown Pascoag along Pascoag 
Main Street and Sayles Avenue.  In general there is a mix of businesses including retail, service, and 
medical establishments.  In general the buildings housing these businesses represent a wide variety 
of styles and conditions.   
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Pascoag Main Street 

The pictures above depict vacant store front building located on the east side of Pascoag Main 
Street. 
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Figure 1 – Project Area Map 
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Section 2 – Existing Conditions 

2.1 Roadway Characteristics 
 
The roadways under study in this project area circulate traffic through and around the Downtown 
Pascoag area.  The traffic movement through the Downtown area is in a triangle formed by Pascoag 
Main Street, Bridge Way and Sayles Avenue.  
 
The roadway network through the Downtown Area is somewhat confusing with Pascoag Main Street 
and Sayles Avenue being one-way and Bridge Way as a two-way road.  Traffic flow through the area 
is fairly heavy and parking that is convenient to those who may want to shop in this area is not easily 
accessible due to the traffic flow patterns. 
 
The following provides a detailed description of the existing roadway network within Downtown 
Pascoag including such characteristics as roadway cross section, alignment and pedestrian 
conditions.  For the purposes of this study, the roadways considered in this analysis included the 
following: 
 

• Pascoag Main Street/ Route 107 (from Sayles Avenue to Bridge Way) 
• Sayles Avenue (from Bridge Way to Pascoag Main Street) 
• Bridge Way 
 

Pascoag Main Street (Route 107) 
Pascoag Main Street is an east/west minor arterial through Town of Burrillville extending from 
Route 100 easterly to Route 102. Within the Downtown area, the roadway is one-way (easterly) 
consisting of a 28-foot roadway width and parking allowed on both sides of the road. The parking 
lanes are not delineated with striping. Granite curbing and concrete sidewalks are provided along 
both sides of the roadway.  Crosswalks are located at the intersection of Bridge Way and Sayles 
Avenue. A posted speed limit is 25 mph.  Refer to the picture below for existing conditions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pascoag Main Street  

The picture to the left 
shows the existing 
granite curb and 
concrete sidewalks. Also, 
parking is permitted on 
both sides of the road. 
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Parking is limited to 2 hours between 8:00 am and 6:00 pm and signed often along this area.  There 
is also a municipal parking lot that abuts Pascoag Main Street and is assessable by Park Place. This 
parking lot contains 16 spaces including one handicap space. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As can be seen in the photographs, the sidewalks are older and in fair condition and the curb needs 
to be reset.  The pavement is also in fair condition, with cracking and heaving present. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pascoag Main Street 

The picture to left 
shows a typical parking 
sign on Pascoag Main 
Street that limits 
parking to two hours. 
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Sayles Avenue (from Bridge Way to Pascoag Main Street) 
Sayles Avenue is a local road extending from Laurel Hill Avenue south to Pascoag Main Street.  
Within the Downtown area, Sayles Avenue is a one-way (southerly) roadway consisting of consisting 
of a 26 -29 foot roadway width and parking allowed on both sides of the road from Bridge Way to 
Pascoag Main Street.  Parking is not allowed on the westerly side of Sayles Avenue from Pascoag 
Main Street north approximately 50 feet.  Curbing within this area is combination of granite, 
concrete and haunched sidewalks (the sidewalk gives the appearance of curb but it is actually the 
sidewalk). Concrete sidewalks are provided along both sides of the road.  Crosswalks are located at 
the intersection of Pascoag Main Street.  The picture below depicts existing conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sayles Avenue 

The picture to the left 
depicts the existing 
cross section of Sayles 
Avenue showing the 
sidewalks, curbing and 
pavement area. 

This picture shows the 
sidewalk condition along 
with parking adjacent to 
Brigido’s IGA parking lot. 



Downtown Pascoag Master Plan Report  Burrillville, RI 

July, 2010 7 JCE, Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
From field observations, the sidewalks are older and in poor condition and the curb needs to be 
either reset or installed throughout the limits.  The pavement is also in fair condition, with cracking 
and utility patches present. 
 
 
 
 
 

This photograph shows 
the sidewalk location in 
front of the dental 
office.  This area does 
not have any curb. Also, 
shown is the cracking 
within the pavement of 
Sayles Avenue. 

This picture is looking 
north on Sayles Avenue 
just past Bridge Way. 
Concrete sidewalks and 
granite curb are present 
in this area. 
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Below is a picture of the Sayles Avenue Bridge with guardrail and handrails that are deteriorated and 
no longer connected. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Downtown Pascoag Master Plan Report  Burrillville, RI 

July, 2010 9 JCE, Inc. 

Bridge Way 
Bridge Way is a local road that is the connector between Pascoag Main Street and Sayles Avenue.  
The roadway consist of two 12-foot travel lanes and two 8-foot parking lanes extend from Sayles 
Avenue easterly to the existing bridge.  Granite curbing and sidewalks are provided along both sides 
of the road.  Crosswalks are located at the intersection of Pascoag Main Street.  The picture on the 
below page depicts existing conditions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As can been see in the picture, the roadway is in fair to poor condition with evidence of cracking, 
heaving and settlement. The sidewalks are also cracked and are in fair condition on both side of the 
road and the curbing should be reset. 
 
Parking along the northern side of Bridge Way in the area of the Post Office is posted as 10-minute 
parking.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bridge Way 

The picture to the left depicts 
the cross section of Bridge 
Way near the intersection of 
Sayles Avenue.  This picture is 
looking westerly on Bridge 
Way. 

Bridge Way 

The picture to the left 
depicts the parking 
adjacent to the Post Office 
and a typical 10-miunte 
parking sign. 
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2.2 Pedestrian Safety 
 

As observed during field review, crosswalks are present at the intersections of Pascoag Main 
Street/Sayles Avenue, Pascoag Main Street/Bridge Way and Sayles Avenue and Bridge Way.  These 
crosswalks are faded and not clearly signed.  Also, parking is allowed adjacent to the crosswalks 
resulting in visibility issues and safety issues. 
 
It was also observed during the field review that the river walk located adjacent to the Pascoag River 
was not connected by a crosswalk at Sayles Avenue or Bridge Way.  This is a nice walking area for 
local residents that should be visible and signed.  Please refer to Figure 3 on the following page for 
the river walk location within the Downtown Pascoag area. 
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Section 3 – Recommended Improvements 

3.1 Overview 

This section summarizes the recommended improvements within the study area.  These 
recommendations are based on a thorough assessment of existing traffic conditions within the 
Downtown Pascoag area.  The recommendations focus on circulated related improvements, 
including intersection improvements, traffic calming measures and pedestrian safety initiatives.  
Figure 4 at the end of this section depicts the recommended improvements. 
 

3.2  Roadway Improvements 
 
Pascoag Main Street 
The typical cross section of Pascoag Main Street will remain the same within the project limits.  
Other improvements along Pascoag Main Street will include resetting and/or replacement of granite 
curb, and removal and replacement of concrete sidewalks.  The roadway will be cold-planed and 
over-laid with 2-inches of bituminous pavement and restriped to define the travel lane and parking 
areas. New parking signs will be installed as needed. 
 
Crosswalks will be restriped and signed at the intersection of Bridge Way, Sayles Avenue, Park Place, 
and Nahant Place. A crosswalk location across Pascoag Main Street to be considered would be at 
Park Place, where the municipal parking is located.  This would allow pedestrians to access the shop 
on the other side of the road at a safe location. 
 
It should be noted that across from the municipal parking lot, is a Town owned lot that a building is 
scheduled to be constructed.  A connection from the river walk to the sidewalk on Pascoag Main 
Street is also under consideration and shown on Figure 4. 
 
The Town has also acquired land on Park Place that currently occupies a vacant building.  It is the 
intention of the Town to raze the building and construct additional municipal parking. 
 
Sayles Avenue 
The typical cross section of Sayles Avenue will remain the same within the project limits except for a 
minor change at the Pascoag River crossing.  At the bridge, the sidewalk on the western side of 
Sayles Avenue will be converted to roadway and a new pedestrian bridge over the river is proposed. 
 
Other improvements along Sayles Avenue will include resetting and/or replacement of granite curb, 
removal and replacement of concrete sidewalks and the installation of street trees on the western 
side of Sayles Avenue.  The roadway will be cold-planed and over-laid with 2-inches of bituminous 
pavement and restriped to define the parking areas. 
 
On the western side of Sayles Avenue, just south of the entrance to Brigido’s IGA Marketplace, a bus 
stop will be striped and signed, and a bus shelter added. Per the Town Council ordinance the 
location of bus stop shall be in “Village of Pascoag, from beginning at a point at approximately 265 
feet north of the intersection of Route 107 and 100.  Said no parking zone shall comprise a distance 
of fifty feet (50) as indicated by RIPTA bus parking signs.”   The bus shelter will be installed by the 
Rhode Island Public Transit Authority (RIPTA).  The Town will be able to choose a shelter that will fit 
in with the characteristics of the Downtown Pascoag area. 
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Crosswalks will be striped and signed at the intersection of Bridge Way and Sayles Avenue, and 
handicap wheelchair ramps will be installed at the intersection of Sayles Avenue and Bridge Way. A 
mid-block crosswalk should be considered across Sayles Avenue is the area of the river walk.  
 
A majority of this work proposed for Sayles Avenue is within the 200-foot perimeter of the Pascoag 
River and within the RIDEM jurisdiction.  However, all the work proposed except for the pedestrian 
bridge is an exemption from the RIDEM Rules and Regulations Governing the Administration and 
Enforcement of the Fresh Water Wetlands Act.  The section of the regulations highlighting the 
exemptions is attached in Appendix A. 
 
Bridge Way 
The typical cross section of Bridge Way will remain the same within the project limits.  Other 
improvements along Bridge Way will include resetting and/or replacement of granite curb, and 
removal and replacement of concrete sidewalks.  The roadway will be cold-planed and over-laid 
with 2-inches of bituminous pavement and restriped to define the travel lane and parking areas. 
New parking signs will be installed where needed. 
 
Crosswalks will be striped and signed at the intersection of Bridge Way and Sayles Avenue.  As 
mentioned previously, wheelchair ramps will be installed at the intersection of Sayles Avenue.  A 
mid-block crosswalk should be considered at the river walk.  The cross walk would provide 
pedestrians access to the river walk from the municipal parking area behind the Post Office. 
 
Also, as part of the WellOne improvements, three handicap parking spaces will be installed on the 
south side of Bridge Way in front of WellOne.  The handicap spaces will be indented into the 
WellOne property to provide safer access. 
 

3.3 Intersection Improvements 
 
Sayles Avenue and Pascoag Main Street 
At the intersection of Sayles Avenue and Pascoag Main Street, the Sayles Avenue will be widened to 
accommodate a left and right turn lane.  The two lanes will be separated by a striped island.  Signage 
and striping will delineate the new lanes. 

 
3.4 Project Phasing 

The Downtown area will be phased into different portions as follows: 
 
Phase 1 – Sayles Avenue 
Sayles Avenue will be constructed in the first phase of the Downtown area improvements.  The 
constructions activities for this Phase will include resetting and replacing and/or installation of curb, 
removing and replacing sidewalks, cold plane and overlay, installation of the bus shelter, striping, 
and signing. This work is slated to be completed in the Fall of 2010.   
 
Also, the improvements to WellOne are expected to begin in August of 2010 and be completed by 
early spring. 
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Phase 2 – Sayles Avenue (Pedestrian Bridge) 
Phase 2 of Sayles Avenue will be the construction of the pedestrian bridge, removal of the sidewalk 
and replacement of pavement in front to the bridge.  This works needs to be designed and 
permitted through the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM).  This 
work is slated to commence in Spring of 2011. 
 
Phase 3 – Pascoag Main Street and Bridge Way 
The last phase will be the roadway improvements to Pascoag Main Street and Bridge Way.  
Currently this project has been awarded to Bryant Associates by the Rhode Island Department of 
Transportation (RIDOT).   The Town has been coordinating with RIDOT on these improvements and 
the schedule of this design and construction. 
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Phase 1 – Sayles Avenue Improvements Securing RIDEM Exemptions 

Phase 2 – Sayles Avenue Improvements with RIDEM Permitting for Bridge 
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Appendix C 

Town Ordinance 

Sec. 26-38. Public Bus Parking Zone 
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