
Burrillville Prevention Action Coalition 
Wednesday, May 2, 2018 

Burrillville Police Headquarters 
 
Those in attendance were:  Kryistal Alves-Amoroso, Monica Blanchette, Lacy (intern), Diane 
Carlton, Mitchell Cournoyer, Steve Diehl,  Amanda Gingell, John Lawrence, Dennis Leahey, Col. 
Stephen Lynch, Janet Lyons, Norman Mainville, John Mattson, Julie Mayhew,  Janet McLinden, 
John Pacheco, Frank Pallotta, Raechel Robidoux, Tom Smith & Monica Thompson.  

 

Minutes 

1. Welcome 
2. Approval April Minutes - A motion was made to approve the April minutes.  The motion 

passed. 
3. Congratulations to Amanda Gingell for being chosen by the MADD Recognition Breakfast 

Committee as the Victim Services Award Winner! 
4. Mock Crash - Was held April 27th.  Great success!  BHS Students were very attentive and 

respectful.  
5. New Business 

a. The following upcoming BPAC Meetings will take place on the second Wednesday: 
i. June 6th moved to June 13th  

ii. July 4th moved to July 11th 
iii. August 1st moved to August 8th  

b. Monica Blanchette  
i. PFS Grant Update - no update at this time 

ii. BPAC Social Media – now on Instagram 
iii. Drug Take Back Day: 

1. 12lbs 10.9oz collected for the day 
2. Safe Needle and Syringe Disposal Site in Town 

a. Will look into this further 
b. From the RI Dept. of Health:  Dispose of sharps (needles, 

syringes, lancets) safely: 
i. Put sharps into a sharps container immediately after 

use. (Syringes with attached needles should be 
disposed of with the needle still attached. Do not try to 
remove, bend, break, or recap the needle.) 

ii. If you do not have a sharps container, put items in a 
puncture-proof plastic container and tape the lid 
closed. Do not use a glass container. 

iii. Store the waste container safely away from children 
iv. Put the sealed container into the center of a full, 

preferably dark trash back and throw it out with the 
regular trash. Never put any type of sharp container in 
the recycle bin. 

iv. Health & Wellness Fair – Planned to do during the Green Festival in 
September 
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c. Michelle Harter 
i. Addiction Assistance Program Update 

1. Seeing 13 clients.  
2. Getting great feedback for help received. 

ii. CODE Grant 
1. Awarded a grant in the amount of $5,000.  
2. Preliminary plan is to get Narcan for outreach clients. 

iii. Attended the Addiction Policy Forum in Washington D.C. 
iv. Recovery Academy - Starting groups with recovered addicts 

6. Town Hall Opioid Forum 
a. At the Assembly Theatre 
b. Thursday, May 24th @ 6:30pm 
c. Moderator: Monica Blanchette 
d. Panel: Mitch Weintraub, Michelle Harter, Amanda Gingell, Officer Barrett and a 

Representative from BHDDH 
e. Posters/Flyers being designed by BHS Students in Ms. Sciacca’s Graphics Class 

7. Reports 
a. School 

i. BHS STAR Students took 3rd Place at Mocktails! 
ii. Students did a no-texting and driving pledge during lunch 

iii. Students will do the 1-day Teen Spirit Leadership training this summer 
iv. Mackenzie Raimond – chosen to be part of the Student Leadership Council 

for SADD National 
v. David Neill to Present at BHS on Thursday, May 3rd  

vi. Officer Beauchemin & Monica to present at SFE on May 31st  
vii. Vaping at the high school is happening very often.  Three students were 

caught in the classroom today. 
viii. It was suggested to send parents pictures of vapes so they know what to look 

for. 
ix. It was suggested to get a “Hidden in Plain Sight” presentation in Burrillville 

for parents. 
x. Mitchell Cournoyer mentioned that Officer Beauchemin is very helpful in 

school with students who are suspended for vapes.  He meets with them and 
explains what exactly they’re doing and inhaling. 

xi. Dr. Pallotta mentioned “Discipline with Dignity” article.  Having respect for 
your own body. - If you don’t understand that, you’re not going to self 
correct. 

xii. John Lawrence volunteered to write a letter saying this coalition group would 
like to support legislation to increase taxes for vapes and related 
paranaphalia. 
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b. Police 
i. Town of East Greenwich has invited Col. Lynch, Monica Blanchette and Gabe 

Abbate to show them what we’ve done with our Heroin Program. 
ii. Police Academy graduation is May 25 and three candidates will be sworn-in 

to the Burrillville Police Department. 
c. Fire 

i. Fire department reported to a drug assistance call in March.  It was 
mentioned that it was nice to see Michelle Harter there providing assistance.  

ii. May 16 - Michael Gingell is being sworn in as chief.  Open to the public. 
8. Other Announcements 

a. Frank Pallotta suggested we reconvene a committee to revise the by-laws.  
b. Next Meeting: Wednesday, June 13, 2018 at 5:57 pm at Burrillville Police 

Headquarters 
 

The meeting concluded at 5:57 PM. 

 

 


