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RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF BURRILLVILLE
RELATING TO STATE ASSISTANCE DURING THE COVID 19 EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, the Governor and municipal ieaders across the state have declared a state of emergency as a
result of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, municipal leaders have worked cooperatively and productively with the state administration
to respond to and contain the virus; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Burrillville has incurred expenses associated with its efforts to respond to and
contain the virus; and

WHEREAS, cities and towns have been given guidance that there will be delays in receiving
reimbursements from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA]) for qualifying
COVID-159-related expenses; and

WHEREAS, the state has received $1.25 billion dolars under the CARES Act’s Coronavirus Relief Fund to
cover state and municipal costs associated with the emergency: and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of the Treasury has stated that the Coronavirus Relief Fund may be
used for COVID-19 expenses not otherwise reimbursable by FEMA, including public safety
expenditures, personnel costs associated with COVID-19 response and the mandatory local
match for expenses submitted to FEMA; and

WHEREAS, according to the National League of Cities, Rhode Istand is one of only three states that have
not distributed a portion of their Coronavirus Relief Fund to local governments; and

WHEREAS, cities and towns across Rhode Island face potential revenue risks resuiting from the
economic impacts of COVID-19, including a possible reduction in state aid programs, lower
collection rates of property taxes, and other business activity revenue losses, all of which
could exceed $100 million; and

WHEREAS, the state has withheld scheduled state aid payments in the current fiscal year by over $50
million dollars through the beginning of August; and

WHEREAS, the state has not yet compieted a budget for Fiscal Year 2021, creating even greater
uncertainty about expected aid to local governments and schools.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this Council calis on the Governor to execute a plan for distributing

CRF funds to cities and towns taking into account expenses incurred and revenues lost by each city and
town as a resuit of the emergency; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Councit urges the General Assembly to fully fund the state education
funding formula at the FY 2021 projected levels and to support total state aid to local governments at the

same aggregate levels as in FY 2020.
Passed as a resolution of the Burriliville Town Council this 9 day of September, 2020.
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Johﬁ. Pacheco lll, President
Burrillville Town Council
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